
Empirical 
Investigations in 
International Trade  
 

XXXIII Annual Conference 
 
October 9–11, 2026  
Indiana University Bloomington 
 
Venue:  
Wylie Hall, room 329 
 
Sponsor:  
Indiana University Department of Economics 
Fred and Judy Witney Fund 
 
http://www.freit.org/EIIT/ 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Organizers: 
Volodymyr Lugovskyy, Indiana University 
Tibor Besedeš, Georgia Institute of Technology 
Program Committee:  
Ahmad Lashkaripour, Volodymyr Lugovskyy 

 
 

 

https://economics.indiana.edu/index.html
http://www.freit.org/EIIT/
https://sites.google.com/view/vlugovskyy/
https://besedes.econ.gatech.edu/
https://alashkar.pages.iu.edu/
https://sites.google.com/view/vlugovskyy/


 2 

 

 

 

Friday, October 9, 2026 
8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast  

Session 1 
Chair: Volodymyr Lugovskyy, Indiana University 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Credit Airlines: Financing Transit Lags, Export Capacity and 
Comparative Advantage 
 Luis Baldomero-Quintana, William & Mary 

  

 Discussant: Alexandre Sasha Skiba, University of Wyoming  
10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break – Beverages provided  
10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Contract Enforcement and International Trade: A New Look 

 Luis Espinoza, Texas A&M University 

  

 Discussant: Sergey Nigai, University of Colorado Boulder  
11:15 – 11:30 a.m. Break – Beverages provided  
11:30 – 12:30 p.m. An Anatomy of Imported Inflation: Evidence from Colombian Firm-to-Firm 

Trade 
 Monica Morlacco, University of Southern California 

 Discussant: Cristian Espinosa, University of Houston  
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Lunch   

 

Session 2 
Chair: Mostafa Beshkar, Indiana University 

1:30 – 2:30 p.m. Tariff Pass-through and Import Reallocation 
 Lorenzo Rotunno, IMF 

 Discussant: Monica Morlacco, University of South California  
2:30 –2:45 p.m. Break – Beverages provided  
2:45 – 3:45 p.m. Elsewhere in North America: How U.S. Tariffs on China Boosted 

Mexico's Manufacturing Employment and Output 
 Hale Utar, Grinnell College 

  

 Discussant: Bonang Seoela, Indiana University  
3:45 – 4:00 p.m. Break – Beverages provided  
4:00 – 5:00 p.m. From Protection to Retaliation: The Welfare Costs of Tariffs 

 Cristian Espinosa, University of Houston 
 Discussant: Lorenzo Rotunno, IMF  
 Adjourn  

6:30 p.m. Samira Restaurant, 100 W 6th St, Bloomington – pay for yourself 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/vlugovskyy/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/baldomero-quintana.pdf
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/baldomero-quintana.pdf
https://sites.google.com/view/luisbaldomeroquintana/
https://www.uwyo.edu/business/about-us/directory/skiba-sasha.html
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/espinoza.pdf
https://luis-espinoza-bardales.github.io/
https://sites.google.com/site/sergeynigai/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/morlacco.pdf
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/morlacco.pdf
https://monicamorlacco.com/
https://www.cristianespinosa.com/
https://mbeshkar.pages.iu.edu/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/rotunno.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/rotunnoheid/
https://monicamorlacco.com/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/utar.pdf
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/utar.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/haleutar/
https://bonangseoela.com/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/espinosa.pdf
https://www.cristianespinosa.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/rotunnoheid/
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Saturday, October 10, 2026 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

Session 3 
Chair: Tibor Besedeš, Georgia Institute of Technology 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Semiconductor Export Controls and Innovation in the U.S.-China Technology 
War 
 Haishi ‘Harry’ Li, University of Hong Kong 

 Discussant: Priyam Verma, Ashoka University  
10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break – Beverages provided  
10:15 – 11:15 a.m. When Does Trade Protection Help? Evidence from the Rise of American 

Manufacturing 
 Vafa Behnam, University of California, San Diego 

 Discussant: Anson Soderbery, Purdue University  
11:15 – 11:30 a.m. Break – Beverages provided  
11:30 – 12:30 p.m. Platforms for Growth? Multinationals, Trade, and Technology Diffusion 

 Nghiem Huynh, University of Oklahoma 
 Discussant: Hale Utar, Grinnell College  
12:30 – 1:50 p.m. Lunch: A light lunch will be provided to conference participants 

Keynote Speech: Kerem Cosar, University of Virginia 

Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade in Transport Services 

 
 

 

Session 4 
Chair: Alexandre Sasha Skiba, University of Wyoming 

2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Trade, Research Productivity, and Growth: A Dynamic General Equilibrium 
Approach 
 Yaming Chang, LMU Munich 

 Discussant: Haishi ‘Harry’ Li, University of Hong Kong  
3:00 – 3:15 p.m. Break – Beverages provided  
3:15 – 4:15 p.m. Trade Policy and Power Politics 

 Philip Economides, Texas Tech University 

  

 Discussant: Mostafa Beshkar, Indiana University  
4:15 – 4:30 p.m. Break – Beverages provided  
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Spatial Population Dynamics: Fertility, Migration, and Policies 

 Zi Wang, Hong Kong Baptist University 

  

 Discussant: Luis Baldomero-Quintana, William & Mary  
Adjourn 

6:00 p.m. Solarium Room and Patio, Indiana Memorial Union – by invitation 
 

https://besedes.econ.gatech.edu/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/li.pdf
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/li.pdf
https://sites.google.com/view/haishi-harry-li/home
https://sites.google.com/view/priyamverma/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/behnam.pdf
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/behnam.pdf
https://vafabehnam.github.io/
https://web.ics.purdue.edu/%7Easoderbe/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/huynh.pdf
https://nghiemhuynh.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/haleutar/
https://keremcosar.uvacreate.virginia.edu/
https://www.uwyo.edu/business/about-us/directory/skiba-sasha.html
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/chang.pdf
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/chang.pdf
https://sites.google.com/view/yaming-chang/
https://sites.google.com/view/haishi-harry-li/home
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/economides.pdf
https://philip-economides.com/
https://mbeshkar.pages.iu.edu/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/wang.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/icebergzw/
https://sites.google.com/view/luisbaldomeroquintana/
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Sunday, October 11, 2026 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

Session 5 
 Chair: Ahmad Lashkaripour, Indiana University  
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Strategic Multinational Location Choice with Endogenous Pricing 

 Sungwan Hong, University of Pittsburgh 
 Discussant: Minsub Shin, Indiana University   
10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break – Beverages provided  
10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Industrial policy and trade tensions in strategic sectors 

 Priyam Verma, Ashoka University 
 Discussant: Ahmad Lashkaripour, Indiana University  
11:15 – 11:30 a.m. Break – Snacks and beverages provided  
11:30 – 12:30 p.m. Firm Location, Industrial Base, and the Gains from Trade 

 Sergey Nigai, University of Colorado Boulder 

  

 Discussant: Sungwan Hong, University of Pittsburgh  
 Adjourn Conference  

 

https://alashkar.pages.iu.edu/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/hong.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/sungwanhongecon
https://www.minsubshin.com/
https://www.freit.org/EIIT/2026/verma.pdf
https://sites.google.com/view/priyamverma/
https://alashkar.pages.iu.edu/
https://sites.google.com/site/sergeynigai/
https://sites.google.com/site/sungwanhongecon

